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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   May 20, 2019 
 

Children’s Pajama Art Installation on National Mall Seeks to Reunite Migrant Families  
 
ELLICOTT CITY, Md. -- A Howard County civic group will display hundreds of children’s pajamas on the 
National Mall on June 9, International Children’s Day, to call attention to the administration’s 
inhumane practice of separating migrant children from their families when they seek asylum in the 
United States. 
 
 “We want to immediately halt our government’s practice of dividing families and forcibly detaining 
children,” said Tammy Spengler, co-chair of the Indivisible Howard County Immigration Action Team. 
“We anticipate this art installation will encourage citizens to tell decision-makers to stop separating 
children from their families.” 
 
Indivisible Howard County, a progressive movement to preserve American Democracy, is sponsoring 
the Pajama Clothesline Project, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the National Mall between 12th and 14th 
Streets NW. The art installation will include banners proclaiming, “Where Are the Children?” and 
“Stop Family Separation.” 
 
U.S. Rep. Elijah E. Cummings, D-Maryland, said the project will send the important message that 
these separated children must be reunited with their loved ones immediately. 

“When our own government rips vulnerable children, toddlers, and even infants from the arms of 
their mothers and fathers with no plans to reunite them, that is government-sponsored child abuse,” 
Cummings said. “As Chairman of the Committee on Oversight and Reform, I'm working to hold the 
Trump Administration accountable for the inhumane treatment of children and fighting to make sure 
families are reunited as soon as possible. That is why I am proud to recognize the ‘Where are the 
Children’ project for taking a stand against the injustice of separating families.” 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has reported the number of children separated 
from a parent or guardian is unknown but that thousands may have been separated during an influx 
that began in 2017.  

The Pajama Clothesline Project was inspired by Alex Kohn, a junior at Oakland Mills High School in 
Maryland. He and his friends hung pajamas at their own churches in Columbia, Md. to call attention 
to the Trump administration’s violation of a decades-old, court-approved agreement that migrant 
children should not be detained for more than 20 days. “We believe national attention will help end 
this terrible trauma and reunite families,” Alex said. 
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The students’ efforts were expanded by Indivisible Howard County which organized the June 9 art 
installation to encourage community groups throughout the country to create their own Pajama 
Project in solidarity, or take other steps to demand justice for separated children.  
 
“We encourage communities to hang children’s pajamas, along with a protest sign including their city 
and state, and send a photo to us at HoCommigration@gmail.com, and to your congressional 
representatives and senators urging them to take steps to reunite children and their families now,” 
Spengler said. 
 
Other groups publicly supporting the Pajama Clothesline Project include: the ACLU Maryland; 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia (MD) Social Justice Team; Friends of Latin America; 
Our Revolution Howard County; the Foreign Born Information and Referral Network; CASA 
Baltimore/Limay; and Maryland United for Peace and Justice. Statements of support from elected 
officials, including State Delegate Joseline Peña-Melnyk, D-21, are on the Where are the Children 
Facebook page.  
 
To learn more or contribute to efforts to demand justice for these migrant children and families, go 
to the “Where are the Children” website or contact Indivisible Howard County at 
HoCommigration@gmail.com. 
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